On March 24, the Naismith Major Bantam Girls Basketball team captured the EOBA Division 3 Championship at a season ending tournament in Gloucester.  This brought a remarkable season to end for the team and its fans.
The team was led by Coach Colin MacDuff, ably assisted by Dan Morton, tirelessly managed by Lisa Schumacher, supported by adoring family and friends, and encouraged by the Naismith Minor Basketball Association (NMBA) vision.
Colin and Dan created a welcoming and nurturing environment which routinely drew full or nearly full attendance at twice a week practices.  The team started with talented but generally inexperienced girls, except for a trio of returning girls.  Supporting one another, from tallest to shortest, from experienced to neophyte, and from oldest to youngest, the girls learned to protect the ball, make bounce passes, play strong defence, use the backboard, position themselves for good shots, and take responsibility for shooting and scoring.
The regular season consisted of 16 games at 8 weekend "tri-meets" (3 teams playing each other).  The team lost its 1st 7 games, finally winning the last game before the Christmas.  The new year started with 2 lopsided losses, but with renewed commitment from coaches and players, the team won 1 of 2 games in each of the final 3 tri-meets, finishing the season with a 3-3 record, after starting 1-9, giving cause for celebration and satisfaction.
The team entered two tournaments to help prepare for the end of season tournament.  Against solid competition, the team lost all 6 games in the 2 tournaments, but played very competitively and gained valuable game experience.

The season was special because of some good team rivalries, none better than that with the Ottawa Shooting Stars.  Starting with the 1st game of the season, Naismith played gallantly but lost 3 in a row to Ottawa.  Finally in the last regular season game, Naismith managed a win over Ottawa.  As fate would have it, these 2 teams ended up in the same EOBA championship pool.  During the round robin portion of the tournament, Naismith won convincingly with strong second half finishes against teams from Cornwall and Osgood.  However, Ottawa finished the round robin 3-0 to Naismith's 2-1, the difference being a last second 28-27 win by Ottawa over Naismith.  The teams played in the championship game, were tied after 3 quarters, but Naismith pulled away for a 28-22 hard fought win.

It was a splendid season, not because the team won everything, but because it experienced the satisfaction of reaching its team goals together, overcoming disappointments through dedication and hard work.
The players, Grade 7 & 8 girls from Carleton Place and Almonte, are pictured below, all smiles in their year-end championship photo, from left to right:

back row:  coach Dan Morton, Ashley Thompson, Lorelei Daley, Emily MacDuff, Ali Morton, coach Colin MacDuff
middle row:  Katie Clarke, Kaitlin Little, Brittany Schumacher, Alex Orr

front row:  Ceilidh Lang, Kassandra Beauchamp
missing:  Ellen Ball

Respected for its grassroots basketball programs offered to youth in Lanark County, the NMBA is founded on the core values of fairness, excellence, inclusion and fun.  NMBA fulfills its vision by operating programs that:
- serve to identify, develop and train athletes, participants and leaders,
- are barrier free and accessible to all,
- provide a safe, and enjoyable playing environment.

Visit the www.naismithminorbasketball.ca website for more information.
